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Bass Lake Road Crash - An unidentiýed driver was southbound on Bass 
Lake Road and lost control on the rain-slicked road at the infamous sharp 
curve near Madera last month. There were no reports of injuries.

Like many government services, trash col-
lection sometimes seems to be arbitrary 
and capricious, and rumors abound as to 
how and why we are billed for what we 
get. This article will try and demystify the 
trash collection practices and rates in the El 
Dorado Hills Community Services District 
that are supplied by trash company Waste 
Connections, Inc., which does business as 
El Dorado Disposal.
   Trash carts have black lids and come in 
three sizes, with different monthly rates: a 
35 gallon trash cart is $22.00 per month, a 64 
gallon cart is $23.70 per month, and a 96 gal-
lon cart is $33.20 per month. Senior citizens 
age 65 or older are eligible for 10% discount 
on the 64 or 96 gallon carts (the discount is 
built into the 35 gallon cart rate). 
   Trash is collected once a week, and house-
holds should use the size of cart that ýts 
their family’s weekly trash stream. If your 
weekly trash does not ýt into a 64 gallon 
cart, you should use a 96 gallon cart. If the 
lid on your trash cart won’t close, you will 

be charged for an extra 32 gallons of trash. 
But before you order a larger cart, make sure 
that you are not needlessly ýlling up your 
trash cart with material that can go in your 
mixed recycle cart.
   Your 96 gallon mixed recycling cart has a 
blue or yellow lid, and is free. Recycle carts 
are picked up every two weeks on trash col-
lection day, alternating with your yard waste 
pickup. Other places may ask you to separate 
your recycles, but you can put all of the 
following materials in your recycle cart: all 
California  redemption value drink contain-
ers, tin and steel cans, aluminum cans, glass 
bottles and jars, newspaper, plastic bottles 
and jugs, aluminum foil and trays, corru-
gated cardboard, cereal boxes (without the 
liner), shoe boxes, brown paper bags, junk 
mail, colored paper and bags, construction 
paper, envelopes, phone books, catalogs, 
computer paper, white ledger paper, and 
chipboard. Be sure to break down or þatten 
cardboard boxes to make more room in your 
mixed recycling cart. You can get an addi-

tional recycle cart for free if you need it.
   In addition, you may take recyclable mate-
rial to the buy-back center at 4421 Latrobe 
Road, El Dorado Hills, 1.4 miles South of 
Highway 50, on the left side. It is open Tues-
days through Saturday from 9:30AM to 4PM 
(the attendant takes a half-hour lunch break 
between Noon and 1PM.) The center has a 
buy back for cans and bottles, a cardboard 
bin for all cardboard, newspaper, magazines, 
and a green waste bin. E-waste is accepted 
for free, and there is a drop-off box for 
household batteries only. No car, motorcycle 
or other large batteries are accepted.
   Your 96 gallon yard waste cart with a green 
lid is also free. It is picked up every two 
weeks on trash collection day, alternating 
with your recycle pickup. Surveys show that 
up to forty percent of the residential waste 
stream is made up of organic green waste. 
You can help reduce waste by putting your 
yard and garden waste into this cart. You 
may put the following materials in your 
green waste cart: lawn trimmings, garden 
prunings, cutting from trees and shrubs, 
weeds, leaves, household plants, cut trim-
mings, and spent þower bouquets. You can 
get extra yard waste carts for free.
   Some items may not be placed in your 
yard waste cart: plastic bags, dirt, rock or 
concrete, food scraps, dead animals, liquids 
such as oil, water, styrofoam or polystyrene 
materials, and household hazardous waste.

 
   You have two options for disposing of 
hazardous waste. First, the El Dorado Hills 
ýre station on Bass Lake Road accepts only 
household hazardous waste from 9AM to 
Noon on the ýrst and third Saturdays of the 
month, weather permitting. 
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